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Appendix 
 
Appendix Table 1. Reported number of imported, unlinked local, and secondary cases by 

fortnight 

Period Imported cases Unlinked local 

cases* 

Secondary cases 

January 18-26 8 0 0 

January 27- February 9 5 10 13 

February 10-23 1 15 23 

February 24 – March 8 15 4 21 

March 9-22 116 49 38 

March 23-31 241 64 92 

*Unlinked local cases are cases with no identified source of infection, such as a recent overseas 

travel history or close contact with other known cases. If a linked case with earlier illness onset 

is subsequently found, the unlinked case will be reclassified as a secondary case and the earlier 

case will be classified as an unlinked case. 
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Appendix Table 2. Characteristics of respondents in two telephone surveys in Hong Kong. 
Characteristics Survey 1  

(20-23 January) 
(N=1008) 

 
n (%) 

Survey 2 
(11-14 February) 

(N=1000) 
 

n (%) 

Survey 3 
(10-13 March) 

(N=1005) 
 

n (%) 
Sex    
     Male 472 (46.8) 431 (43.1) 448 (44.6) 
     Female 536 (53.2) 569 (56.9) 557 (55.4) 
    
Age group, years †    
     18-24 99 (9.8) 92 (9.2) 117 (11.6) 
     25-34 170 (16.9) 209 (20.9) 179 (17.8) 
     35-44 189 (18.8) 176 (17.6) 172 (17.1) 
     45-54 162 (16.1) 181 (18.1) 143 (14.2) 
     55-64 172 (17.1) 165 (16.5) 149 (14.8) 
     65 or above 202 (20.0) 163 (16.3) 232 (23.1) 
    
Education level †    
     Not educated/ pre-elementary 15 (1.5) 17 (1.7) 19 (1.9) 
     Primary 82 (8.1) 59 (5.9) 120 (11.9) 
     Secondary 386 (38.3) 387 (38.7) 240 (23.9) 
     Tertiary 521 (51.7) 531 (53.1) 443 (44.1) 
    
Occupation †    
     Executive and professional 281 (27.9) 236 (23.6) 188 (18.7) 
     Clerical and service worker 251 (24.9) 258 (25.8) 249 (24.8) 
     Production worker 73 (7.2) 70 (7.0) 82 (8.2) 
     Student 63 (6.2) 55 (5.5) 69 (6.9) 
     Homemaker/ housewife 126 (12.5) 139 (13.9) 162 (16.1) 
     Retired person 185 (18.4) 173 (17.3) 200 (19.9) 
     Unemployed or not working  
            for other reason 

15 (1.5) 32 (3.2) 45 (4.5) 

     Others 1 (0.1) 26 (2.6) 2 (0.2) 
† 14 (1.4%) respondents did not report their age in survey 1 and 2, and 13 (1.3%) did not report their age 
in survey 3; 4 (0.4%), 6 (0.6%) and 13 (1.3%) respondents did not report their education level in survey 
1, 2 and 3; 13 (1.3%), 11 (1.1%)  and 8 (0.8%) respondents did not report their occupation in survey 1, 2 
and 3. 
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Appendix Figure 1. Flow chart of calls made, calls answered, and respondents successfully interviewed in two telephone surveys in Hong Kong, on 
20-23 January, 11-14 February and 10-13 March, respectively. 
 


